
Islāmic Da‘wah Academy’s 23rd Annual Youth Conference 

by Muhammad Tahsin Qutbi 

 

Alḥamdulillāh, the 23rd Annual Youth Conference hosted by the Islāmic Da‘wah Academy (IDA) took 

place on the 2nd of October 2016. I thank Allāh S for granting me the opportunity to attend such an 

auspicious event and I pray that I can capture in this brief review the key moments of the conference, and 

relay some of the precious advices imparted by the respected speakers, for the benefit of readers. 

Our coach came to a stop a few streets away from the premises of the IDA. As we got off the coach, we 

could see many brothers from other cities already making their way towards the IDA. We walked 

towards the IDA, and the closer we got, we could see more and more brothers approaching from different 

directions. This sight alone was very uplifting; to see so many brothers gathering together for the same 

objective – to reconnect with Allāh S and acquire His pleasure. 

My first impression upon our arrival was the huge effort that the organisers and volunteers had put into 

accommodating and catering for many needs of the guests. Volunteers and students of Jāme‘ah Riyāḍul 

‘Uloom (JRU)  a fulltime educational institute of the IDA  were seen directing brothers towards the 

masjid, whilst others were tending to stalls where a range of items were being sold including books, CDs, 

food and drink, and a range of specially made food items which our beloved Nabī s would eat, including 

nabīdh, tharīd, talbīnah and ḥays. 

We entered the masjid half an hour before Ẓuhr ṣalāh, and despite the presence of hundreds of brothers, 

including many youth, a beautiful calmness and tranquillity could be experienced, and this remained even 

as the masjid reached its full capacity. The atmosphere of the masjid was encouraging and seemed to 

invite all to joinin and do good. Brothers were seen actively involving themselves in ‘ibādah  some 

were engaged in ṣalāh, dhikr, and recitation of the Qur’ān, whilst others sat quietly waiting for the Ẓuhr 

ṣalāh to begin. As I looked around and saw the youth, many of whom would have experienced this 

environment for the first time, I found myself thinking about the powerful effect that environment and 

company can have on a person. May Allāh S grant us opportunities to spend our time in such good 

environments time and again. 

After the Ẓuhr ṣalāh, Mawlānā Zahid Patel, a graduate and lecturer of tafsīr at JRU, opened the event. He 

explained that despite the sinful lives we have lived thus far, Allāh S, out of His love for us, has granted 

us yet another opportunity to draw near to Him, to seek His forgiveness and make positive changes in our 

lives. 

A beautiful recitation of the Qur’ān and a nashīd by students of JRU, preceded the first lecture of the day. 

Mawlānā Muhammad Ali Mankda, another graduate of JRU and principal of AtTaqwa Academy, 

London, drew our attention towards the pitiful state of the Muslim Ummah today, and how the only 

solution to come out of this state is to turn back to Allāh S, by attaining His love. He explained, through 

reference to verses of the Qur’ān and Aḥādīth, that there are certain qualities that every individual needs 

to adopt, and thereby become one of those fortunate ones for whom Allāh S Himself announces His 

love. One such quality is mentioned in the verse: 

“Indeed Allāh S loves the Muḥsinīn” 

The Mawlānā explained that a Muḥsin is one who has two things: 



1) Ikhlāṣ – every action is only for the Pleasure of Allāh S. 

2) Ittibā‘ of Sharī‘ah – every action is in accordance with the commands of Allāh S and His Rasūl s. 

The Mawlānā’s lecture was followed by an Urdu na‘t, wherein the poet sends salutations and expresses 

his love for Nabī s. Mawlānā Zahid explained that love for Nabī s should also be an objective in our 

lives, and that we should inculcate love for him in our hearts by reading and attending lectures about the 

sīrah of our Nabī s, and thereafter follow in his footsteps to acquire the pleasure of Allāh S. The 

respected Mawlānā continued by introducing the audience to Riyāḍul Jannah – a monthly Islāmic journal 

published by the IDA and made mention of the importance of acquiring correct Islāmic knowledge from 

authentic, reliable sources. 

As a current subscriber, I can share that this journal has been very beneficial for myself and my family 

members. It is a great favour of Allāh S, that whilst living in an era where access to authentic teachings 

of Dīn is becoming increasingly difficult, Riyāḍul Jannah provides me and my family with guidance from 

the Qur’ān and Aḥādīth, inspiring articles, stories and advices of our pious predecessors, and an editorial, 

in every issue, written by ShaykhulḤadīth, Ḥaḍrat Mawlānā Muhammad Saleem Dhorat ḥafiẓahullāh, 

which regularly discusses pertinent issues relevant to the Muslim Ummah. Alḥamdulillāh! Only Allāh S 

knows which story, article or mere statement of our respected Shaykh and pious elders, which if acted 

upon, can change our lives forever. 

The second lecture was delivered by one of the first graduates of JRU, Mawlānā Yasin Karatela, who is 

currently the Vice Principal of JRU and a senior figure at the IDA. The date of the conference coincided 

with the first day of the Islāmic Calendar, thus the respected Mawlānā befittingly reminded the audience 

of how the Islāmic Calendar is based on the Hijrah, a significant incident in the history of Islām, when 

Rasūlullāh S migrated from Makkah AlMukarramah to AlMadīnah AlMunawwarah. Mawlānā Yasin 

drew the attention of the audience towards a ḥadīth of Nabī s: 

“The true Muhājir is he who leaves all that which Allāh has forbidden” (Al-Bukhārī) 

The respected Mawlānā explained that by leaving the disobedience of Allāh S, every individual can 

become a true muhājir. Thereafter, Mawlānā Yasin emphasised how the concept of refraining from the 

disobedience of Allāh S should be a specific objective of our lives. Many a time, it is experienced that 

upon developing a zeal to make positive changes in our lives, we make resolutions to do good deeds – to 

increase our ṣalāh, tilāwah, spending in the path of Allāh etc. However, seldom do we try to ponder 

deeply over our sins and resolve to remove them from our lives. 

May Allāh S grant us the ability to abstain from every disobedience to Allāh S, and make this a specific 

objective in our lives. Āmīn. 

The conference had now reached its final stage. After another beautiful recitation of the Qur’ān and an 

Urdu naẓm, the life and soul of the IDA, Ḥaḍrat Mawlānā Muhammad Saleem Dhorat ḥafiẓahullāh came 

forward to address the audience. The respected Shaykh began his lecture with a ḥadīth of Rasūlullāh s: 

“You will not enter Jannah until you believe, and you will not believe until you love one another. 

Shall I not direct you towards a thing, which if you did, you would love each other? Spread salām 

amongst yourselves.” (Muslim) 

Thereafter, the respected Shaykh explained that a believer is of two types: 



1) A perfect believer – one who recognises, accepts and proclaims the truth, and thereafter carries out all 

the Commands of Allāh S. 

2) An imperfect believer – one who has belief, but does not carry out all the Commands of Allāh S. 

The respected Shaykh then highlighted an important principle that, every guarantee that Allāh S has 

promised for a believer, is only for a perfect believer. In this world, a perfect believer is guaranteed peace 

of mind and tranquillity of the heart, regardless of what situation he finds himself in. After death, he is 

guaranteed safety from the punishment of the grave, shade on the Day of Reckoning, and entry into 

Jannah. An imperfect believer, however, does not have any of these guarantees, nor does he have the 

guarantee that he will leave this world with Īmān. 

The respected Shaykh then discussed the main topic of the ḥadīth  mutual love. He mentioned numerous 

aḥādīth on how to love one another and thereby become perfect believers. He mentioned stories of our 

pious predecessors v & of the Ṣaḥābah y and how they went to great lengths to fulfil the needs of their 

brothers – in assisting them financially, removing their difficulties, concealing their faults, visiting them 

when sick, feeding them, meeting them with a smile and spreading salām amongst them. 

May Allāh S grant me and all of us the tawfīq to love one another and become perfect believers, and 

may He grant us many more opportunities to attend such inspirational conferences and gatherings of the 

‘ulamā and mashāyikh, wherein we can continue to learn how to become perfect believers. Āmīn. 
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